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A  I'.irfiT,    siirli    as   thai   of  Sir  John    MaciloiiaM,  ln'.nun 

uill'iiut    tile  aiKi'iitilioiis  help  of  hij^h  liirth  ami  sustaiiu-il 

aiiiiilsl    fiiTi't"    cniii])t-titi()ii,    tliroii^ih    tlu-    oliaiij^nnj^   coiidi- 

tiiiiis   (if   tlu-    last    half   ct-iiUiry,    is    \)U»){   of  tlu-    hij^lit-sl 

niiTits.    Chaiu'e  was  tic viT  so  i-oiistaiit.    MtMi,  ])iil)lic  jiro- 

lilfiiis,  ])olitiral  ooiulitioiis  chanjieil  ahoiil   him  a  ;  oloinls 

shift  ami  melt  and  jiather  aj^ain  on  an   .\])ril    day  ;    hut 

hf   fared  every    new    oomhination    with   a  confident  e\e 

and  emerj^ed  from  every  eonlliet  with   the  serene  air  of 

a  I'oniineror.      No    confusion    was   too    intricate    for   his 

acnnien  ;    no  task  loo  delicate  for  his  matchless  tact. 

The    imi)<)rtaiice  of  the    life   of  the  statesman  is  to 

he  measured   hy   the  jiidj^metit   he   has  used  in   framinj.; 

the    constitution    of  the    country  ;    hy    the    ahility    with 

which  he  has  manaj^ed  to  make  his  jfovernmeul  conform 

in  all   requirements  to  that  constitution  ;   hy  the  tact  with 

which  he   has  dealt  with   the  disconlant  elements  he   finds 

around  him  ;    by   the    innuences   of  a    kindly   heart   and  a 

j^raceful    bearin^r  with   which   he   has   smoothed   the   rouj^jh 

edj;es  of  partisan  contests  and  softened  the  social  and  jioli- 

tical  as])erities  inevitable  under  iill  systems  of  government  ; 

and  bv  the  amount  of  respect,  the  warmth  of  love,  and  the 

lieii,dil  of  aihniralion,  with  which  he  has  imbued  the  masses 

of  the  ])eo])le,  whose  suffraj^es  he  has  secured. 

Juil]i;e<l  by  these  tests,  the  Hie  of  Sir  John  Macdonald 
mav   be  well   said   to   have   been  successful.     His  clear- 
sighteilness  in  fashioninjj;  such  legislation  as  will  redoun<l 
to  the  gre.itness  of  Canada  in  future  ages  ;  the  devoteil- 
ness  of  his  life  'o  the  fixed  principle  of  the  maintenance 
of  Hrilish  connection  for  the  northern  hi'.lf  of  the  conti- 
nent ;    the    tran.scendency  of  his  genius    in  reaching 
out  and  overcoming  ap|)arently  insurmountable  diffi- 
culties which  might,  if  left  alone,  hinder  the  advance- 
ment  and  material  prosperity  of  his   loved  country, 
has  earned  for  his  name  that  glory  and  honor  which 
Montreal  and  Canada,  Liberals  and  Conservatives  are 
l)roud    to   accord    to    it    to-day.      Tile    feeling    which 
prompted  the  old  Na])oleonic  motto  :   "  There  shall  be 
no  Al])s,"  was  strongly  characteristic  of  the  life  of  the 
1  ite  Sir  John  Macdonald.     This  was  never  better  .seen 
than  in  the  unwavering  courage  with  which  lie  faced 
the  task   of  encircling  the   Dominion  with  that  iron 
belt  which  traverses  this  continent  of  America,  from 
Halifax  to  Vancouver,  the  great  transcontinental  route 
of  the    I'jupire.     The  work  was  of  such  a  stupemlous 
nature   that   its  very  magnitude  seemed  to  defy  the 
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MoNTRKAI.'S   MoNfMKNT   TO  TlIK    I, All.    Kll.lir    IION.    SiK    JolIN    MaCDONAI.I),    I'C     < '.  C   It 

L'uveilcU  by  Hi.s  Excelltiicy  The  Karl  of  Alurilccn,  Oovfriior  (jciR-riil  of  Caiiaila, 
Juue  6,  1895,  Doiniiiioii  Squart. 


iniiiy  jitii  <if  111.111  ;  Iml  llu-  stiiU'cr.ifl  aiul  tlic  iiiclnitiitalpli'  |H"tsi'\riMiR'i-  of  Sir  Juliii 
Mac(li)iia]il  ovfri'atiu-  tlicsc  fears,  ami  imowik-iI  tlir  iiiiili-rlaki;i.L;  with  siii-oess. 

Il  is  iiHisl  lUtiiiu;  tliat  llu-  Mardniialil  iih-iudi  ial  nf  Moiilri-al  slioiilil  fori-vi-r 
])fr]H'ttiati'  llir  t'(>iil\'cliTati<pii  nf  the  scatU-ri'il  inoviiUH's  nf  llu-  I  loiiiiniini,  a  work 
ill  wliiili  till-  latt-  iliii  ftaiii,  wliili-  in-rliajis  takiiij^  tin-  iiiitialivi'  sU-]),  was  ahly 
assisti-il  l)y  iiuiiil)i.Ts  of  lidtli  ])<ilitii-al  [larlii-s.  The  coiidiliDii  i)f  Caiiaila,  at  Ihit 
]i<-ri<Ml,  di-iiiaiiilfd  a  radic-al  and  w  iiK-  reai-hiiiy  chaise,  and  tlu-  i-oinhiiu-d  i-iu-rj^ii-s 
111  Ki-fnrnu-r  and  Cmisi-rvalix  i-  were  lii-iil  towards  tlu-  fonmlalioii  ol  an  iiniti-d 
1  )oininion.  l'i-rha]is  Sir  John  was  ai-tuati-d  in  this  regard  liy  tlu-  vision  of  a  future 
Iin]ierial  unity,  of  \vhii'li  Confederation  was  the  forerniiiier.  Patriotism,  at  any  rati-, 
eoiistitiited  the  kev-note  of  the  lesolvi-  wliii-h  proinplt-d  tlu-  iinderlakin.y  and 
eii^eiidereil  that  <levotion  to  "Canada's  welfare,  Canada's  advanoi-nient,  and 
Canada's  nlorv,"  wliieh  e\er  iiiarki-d  his  ])nl)li('  aetioiis.  In  |iroinotiii.L;  the 
wi-lfari-  of  Canada,  tlu-  well-lieiiii;  of  the  I-iinjiiie  was  enhaiu'ed.  The  lo\i-  !"■  ir 
liritish  instilnlions,  Hritish  jndieial  procedure  and  ]iarliaiiu-ntar\  iiuthods,  whieli 
tile  lati-  I'reinit-r  ever  entertained,  was  stronj^ly  exhihileil  in  his  efforts  to  have 
Canada  (■(niforin,  as  imu'h  as  jiossilile,  in  these  resjieets,  to  the  nsaj,'es  aiitl  eiistoiiis 
ol't'ireat  Mrit.iin.  llis  slrii.i;>;Us  to  hiiild  U])  an  l-jiijiire  for  Urilain  on  this  conti- 
nent, eoiistitiiti-d  the  eonlrolling  motive  of  his  lile  and  the  siiiii  and  siihstaiiei- of 
his  aniliitioii.  When  a  siipjiosed  flanj^er  Ihreateiieil  the  i-oiintry,  his  jiatriotie 
instiiu'l  i-iial)lc-d  him  to  sound  a  note  of  warnintr,  i;i\  in;;  rist-  to  the  exjiression,  now 
historic.  "A  IJritish  subject  1  was  horn — a  liritish  suhjei-t  I  will  die."  I  lis 
(Jui-eii,  loiiy  ere  this,  hail  recojfiii/.eil  the  valuable  services  rendere<l  to  the  cause  of 
Hritish  unit\  by  her  Canadian  subject,  and  honored  him,  in  a  signal  manner,  by  tlie 
conferrinji  rare  in  colonial  annals  i>f  the  title  of  (i.C.15. , 
llu-  robes  of  which  Order  driijii-  his  l"i,t;ui'e  to-d.iy. 

Sir  John  showed   his  jxiwer  and   ability,  as  a  st.iles- 
inaii,   b\  the  manner  in  which  lu    controlled  the  heU-ro- 
s^eiieous  masses  which  ever  surroundeil  him.      "  He  knew 
every  cord    of  tlu-    human    heart,    he    understood    every 
passion  that  swayi-cl  men's  characters. "      lie  had  a  won- 
dirfiil   ])i)wer  of  sympatlis  and   a   i-harmin.!^  ])ersoiialily. 
l'i-rha]>s  this  i-oiistituti-d  one  of  tlu-   stroni^i-st   a^i-nts  in 
liroducini;  that  success  which  inv.iriably  accoiiij)anied 
his  labors  in  the  politii-al  .ireiia.      I'ossessiiifi  a  warm 
heait,   lu-  cr(.-ated  many  iVieiids  ,ind  sildom  niadi-  an 
eiH-m\-.      I  lis   mode   of   lite,    Ihou^hls,    feelinns,    con- 
versation   and     home-life,    wt-re    oiitwanl    indic.itions 
ol"    the    warm,    genial    disposition    which    swayed 
his  ])ersonality. 

Sir   lohn    .Macdonald   will    evi-r  be   known   as 
"the  patriot  statesman  of  Canada." 

His   life   is  a    hisloi\    of  Canada. 
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THK  LAT1-;   KT.    HON.    SIR  JOHN  MACUONAI.IJ,    I'.C,  C.C.Il. 


soNNirrs 


UN     I  III      I   Wlll.IM,    (i)-     rill      MAlDiiNAlJi    ^I'All   l'. 
Jl  NIv   I   I  II.   i»..,S. 


I. 

In  this,  tin-  iiKnith  i>|'  llowi  r.-.,  tlu'  iiiniiili  In-  lovtil, 
l'iri>i  iiKMilli  <>|  ..iiimni'r,  in  ilu-  \\liii-|i  lu- ilifii, 
Wi-  iiiffi  to  ill)  liiiii  liniiot.      All  llic  |iiiik- 

<  •!' ]i,lll\  ,  :\\\  the  M'niii  wliicll  (li>M]i]iI(i\  fij. 

All  acriil  siiiokc  nt  liatllc,  is  ifiiinvfil. 

His  urcMtiii'ss  i-.  his  I'luiiilrv 's,  mikI  tlu-  wiiU' 
I  )(>iiiiiii()ii  >;i\i's  liitii  jiraisc,  that  will  ahiiic, 

Willi  niK-il  so  Imii;  ami  wisih,  \  cK  ft-i^luxfil 

'i'hi-'  i>  ihr  iiioiilh  c  if  cli-alh,  ami  iiioiith  <>{  tldwi-rs, 
< )!'  IliiwiMs  thai,  ilyiiij.;,  to  fair  fniil  j^ivi-  liirth, 

Mi'il  II  mill  h  for  di-aili  ol'  oir'  whnst-  wondrous  ]iowf  is 
With  villi's  of"  I'oiimiii  IT  oviTs]iii>  i<l  thr  earth. 

I  lis  liic's  llowi'r  ilitcl  w  luii  lo  iicrfi-i'lioii  yrowii, 

lUit  Icl'l  iu  iViiil  to  ri]nii  ,is  our  own. 


No  r<  roril  i>  ii-(niii\-(l  of  fVuitlul  iIcimIs, 

I'or  tlii-sf  are  i-M-r-pre^i'iil,  's])ilf  their  ai^^e. 
I']ioii  soiiu-  lives  turns  hislor\   no  ]iaj.;e 

.\iiil  death  easts  no  olili\ion.      lie  that  iieiilN 

.\  ihronieler  is  hall"  loryol.     The  seeds, 

Coiisij^'iied  to  earth,  slill  win  their  heritage 
(  If  jireseiit  siinliyllt,  and  the  stalesnian  saye 

,Soweil  r.iiiie  that  li\es,  ilefyiiiL,^  lime's  rank  wi'eils. 

Maedonald  lU'i-ds  no  rei'ord,  s.ivi-  the  olU' 
Carved  on  the  loinh  of  the  iniiiiortal  Wren, 
"  I.ook  roniid  yon."  in  Si.  Paul's,  his  ijreat  erealioii. 
They  hoth  wire  architei'ts,  yet  there  is  nune 

I'lllt  knows  w  liiell  was  the  greater  of  these  llieii. 
W'rcii  liiiilt  a  ehnri'h,  Manlonald  Imilt     a  nation. 

III. 

While  still  a  ehiiniiey  lowers  towards  the  skv  ; 

While  larins  still  smile  where  once  a  desert  was  ; 

While  slill  an  en,!L;iiie  its  rii-h  hnrdeii  draws, 
h'.astward  or  westvv.ird,  or  swift  steamers  ply  ; 
Wliile  still  the  llau;  Caii.iili.in  waves  on  hij,di  ; 

While  still  the  country  ho.ists  its  u])rij;lil  laws, 

.\vi\  wealth  nor  ])overty  affeets  a  cause, 
The  ineiiiorx  ol' Macilouald  cannot  die. 

()f  jealous,  narrow,  disunited,  small 

.\nd  stru,i,'i;lin,t;  colonies  his  j.,'enius  made 
One  compact,  ])owerfnl  nation,  the  chief  f^em 
In  Britain's  crown,  and  ihoui^li  swill  years  shall  fall, 
Like  snow  on  .\l])ine  liei.L,dils,  still  over  Ihem 
Shall  lower  his  fame,  uiie(|ualled,  undecayed. 


ARTHUR   WKIR. 
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